“In–FormatIon”

“IN-FORMATION” is the official newsletter of Plover VFW Post #10262

Special Interest
Items
➢ VFW Member
Mike Zynda Gets
Legacy Stone
➢ New Post Officers
Installed
➢ Trig’s Sponsors
Cupcake Fundraiser for Auxiliary
➢ Commander
Reports Veteran
Assistance
➢ Portage County
Will Not Pursue
Veterans Court
➢ 10 Ways To Avoid
Fraud
➢ Post Receives
Donation From Sr.
Vice Ransbottom
Post Meeting:
2nd Monday of every
month at 1900 hours;
(light lunch
beforehand at 1800
hours)
Auxiliary Meeting:
2nd Monday of every
month at 1900 hours;
(light lunch 18 hours)

Spring 2019

Plover Post Member Mike Zynda Honored
With Legacy Stone at Highground Memorial
Plover VFW Post member and Vietnam Veteran Michael C. Zynda, who also holds
the esteemed titles of Husband, Dad and Papa, was honored in a Legacy Stone
placement ceremony at the Highground Memorial in Neillsville on Saturday, April
27th. “Mike” served his country for three years in the U.S. Army. He enlisted and
went into service two weeks after graduating high school and served a tour of duty
in Vietnam from June 1969-June 1970. He has been a member of Plover Post for
10 years. He is also a devoted member of the Rifle Squad and has served as past
chairman of the Annual Mike Helgert Golf Outing Fundraiser.
Mike’s Highground Legacy Honor Stone was a gift to him from his three children
and six grandchildren. To learn more about honoring a Veteran with a Highground
Legacy Stone, please visit their website at: https://www.thehighground.us and
click on “Honor Stones or call (715) 743-4224.

From the Assistant Adjutant’s Desk
Last fall, I admitted that I was a “four-season” guy and enjoyed all of what each season would or could
deliver but I call it quits on this past winter. Like most of you who have trees in or around your homes,
the heavy snow caused a lot of stress on pines and most evergreen trees, which adds up to a lot of
spring clean-up of branches and some downed trees. I also feel for some of our members who had to
suffer through the enormous job of cleaning up after the “Flooded Basement Event” and other water
damage caused by our early spring water run-off. Yes, I am looking forward to a nice, warm spring
that has been slow in coming, especially in light of the 2” of snow Duluth just had on May 19th!
This time of the year, all VFW Posts go through the process of electing and installing post officers for
the 2019-20 VFW year and our slate of officers are set for next year. Unlike our current National
political situation where 20 or more Presidential candidates feel they can do a better job at leading
our country, our post leadership is getting the job done. We are a fortunate post in that our leadership
consists of a combination of younger and older members who are all working hard to make our Post
successful.
Comrade Mike Zynda has delivered our scholarship applications to the local high schools for
graduating seniors who may wish to compete for them. As a judge who has reviewed many scholarship
packets over the years, I am truly amazed with the student essays that are required and included in
the packets and I am looking forward again this year to assisting in the judging of the packets. It
should be noted that our/your VFW Post offers three $1000.00 scholarships to HS Seniors. We have
already, this year, awarded a $1000.00 scholarship to a graduating senior UWSP ROTC Cadet who
will soon be heading to Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo for his Engineer Officer Basic Course.
We have also completed our Steak and Omelet Sunday breakfasts and Friday Fish Fry season will end
May 31st. Renovation of our kitchen took place and included a new dishwasher and cabinetry, wall
coverings and a few other changes needed to upgrade our kitchen and make it a “First Class” facility.
I am looking forward to Memorial Day and the 4th of July, NASCAR and Golden Sands Speedway and
Deedy and I riding some bike trails around the Plover and Stevens Point Area on our recumbent
trikes. Enjoy your Spring and Summer here in Wisconsin!

Norb Strasser – Asst. Adjutant

Post Officers Take Oath
For 2019-2020
P
Year

Taking the oath of office for 2019-2020 are, from left, Ray Gauthier – 3-Yr. House Comm., David
Verhage – 3 Yr. Trustee, Scott Halverson – Officer of the Day, Bernerd Yelkin – Surgeon, Frank
Raschka – Chaplain, Darrell Berg – Quartermaster, Don Mugridge, Jr. Vice Commander, Steve
Ransbottom – Sr. Vice Commander, Al Tessmann – Commander.
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Auxiliary Column
On May 25th, the Auxiliary held a cupcake
fundraiser, courtesy of Trig’s, who donated
1300 cupcakes laid out as a huge American
flag! Thank you to Trig’s for your support!

Happy Spring to everyone!
Elections were held in April and the following
officers were installed for the 2019-2020 year:
President - Diane Lutovsky, Senior Vice
President - Debbie Manthey, Junior Vice
President - Peggy Klitgaard-Mancel, Treasurer Sue Diehn, Conductress – Cindy Bredow,
Chaplain - Karen Conklyn, Guard - Angie SennKnuth, 3-Year Trustee – Julie Stiles

Memorial Day turned out chilly and rainy, but
a tasty luncheon was held here at the Post after
all the ceremonies at the cemeteries and
memorials. Thanks to all who attended and
came to enjoy the food and camaraderie!
We will be planning for the Stevens Point 4th
of July parade. Hope to see everyone come out
to support your community.

The Vietnam Veterans committee put on a
successful event for all Veterans. Please
consider coming to the event next year on
March 28, 2020. It is a fun time for everyone.

We are still in need of correct addresses and
phone numbers. If you know someone who has
moved or changed phone numbers, have them
contact us to update our records.

The Auxiliary held a successful basket raffle at
the District 7 meeting at the Elk’s Club in
Wisconsin Rapids on May 5th. Twelve baskets
generated Auxiliary proceeds of $395.

We are in need of new members and members
to step forward to hold positions for this year
and to keep our Auxiliary going. Please
consider helping out. It does not always take a
lot of time to do these things.

Diane Lutovsky - President
Trig’s of Stevens Point donated 1300 cupcakes
and 50 star cookies in the form of an American
flag to Plover VFW Auxiliary to sell as a
fundraiser for our organization. From left are
Plover Post member Gary Jay, Auxiliary
President Diane Lutovsky, Sherrie Jay and Sr.
Vice President Debbie Manthey.

Commander’s Corner
The Post has recently assisted a number of Veterans: A Veteran living out of his car;
a Veteran dealing with PTSD and depression; a Veteran in need of rent and security
payments; a Veteran needing a truck repair, whom our Comrade Don Mugridge assisted; and the
daughter of a Vietnam Veteran, enabling her to attend his funeral in Phoenix, AZ.
Sr. Vice Ransbottom is talking with Vic Ferrari about having a concert this summer at Lake Pacawa.
They are planning to donate all the proceeds to the Post. We will also have the opportunity to sell
brats and hamburgers as a way to raise money and support the event.
This summer will be a chance to recruit new members, so keep your eyes open for someone to invite
to our Post events.
Our Post is one of the most active posts in the state, so please be sure to report your time. And thank
you for your participation!
Al Tessmann – Commander

Diane Lutovsky - President
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Portage County Not Pursing Veterans Court
I wanted to address some questions and concerns that have been brought to my attention and also to
explain why, at this time, Portage County will not be pursuing a Veterans Court. Let me assure you
that—as a veteran, veterans advocate, and life member of the VFW—I followed this closely and
encouraged the extensive work that was put into exploring this possibility. I should also stress that this
decision only reflects what we know to be true today in terms of need. As with most things in
government, that can change and we can always reconvene the work group and reassess the situation if
that is called for. I have copied others who have been involved in the process so that they are also aware
of my communication on this issue.
The Justice Coalition—with Judge Flugaur’s guidance and leadership—created a Veterans Court Work
Group that has met several times over the past year to do their due diligence on what it would take to
put a Veterans Court in place. Andrea Behnke, the Justice Programs Coordinator, also traveled to
Veterans Courts in other parts of the state, consulted with her peers in other counties, and spoke with
law enforcement agencies and others who have been involved in other counties’ courts. What we learned
is that this model is still relatively new and even those counties that have a Veterans Court are finding
that their model hasn’t worked as well as they thought it would. So, in a very real sense, we are already
learning from their mistakes (and corrections).
As I noted in my opening paragraph, there is also the question of need. Everyone involved in this process
knows that veterans sometimes have unique circumstances to consider if/when they find themselves in
a court of law. The D.A., Law Enforcement, the Courts, and all others I know of in our system
acknowledge that and their work with veterans is—in a practical sense—already an informal Veterans
Court. In other words, if veterans come to Portage County with conditions/situations that should be
considered and appropriately dealt with, that is already being done.
To be very clear, we currently do not have the “high-risk/high-need” population of veterans that would
be required to run an evidence-based Veterans Court and have that court be effective. That said,
Veterans Courts in other counties could be utilized if that was deemed to be appropriate. The work
group did learn about veteran mentoring programs that are also utilized throughout the state and
Portage County could look at participating in a program like that. Mentoring could be used as a
preventative measure as well as help to assist veterans with obtaining services and involving them in
pro-social activities.
At the end of the day, the primary reason we will not pursue a Veterans Court at this time is that we’ve
assessed our need, we’ve looked at the models in existence today, and we’ve spent a great deal of time
analyzing everything that would be involved. It’s the majority position of those in the Veterans Court
Work Group that—based on the information we’ve collected and discussed at length—we should not
move forward with this initiative at this time. Rather, we can rely on what we already have in place that
is working quite well for our veterans and in many cases is working for veterans before they find
themselves in court.
I would be happy to meet with anyone on this to explain the county’s position further, but I should be
clear that based on the body of work and supporting evidence that we have at this time, the decision
we’ve arrived to is—for now—final. As I said above, there may be a time in the future where there is
greater need presenting itself, and if that occurs the work that has been done up to now can be leveraged
into any future efforts aimed at starting a Veterans Court in Portage County.
Thank you for your work and interest in this. Everyone involved in this exploratory effort has arrived
to this position only after putting a lot of work into determining the best course of action for Portage
County, for our CVSO, and for our veterans.
Respectfully, Chris Holman – Portage County Executive
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Rifle Squad Notes and News
A big thank you to Norb Strasser for volunteering to take over my duties as Rifle Squad Commander
while I was injured and recuperating. Given the weather earlier this year, we were fortunate to not be
tasked too heavily. We have since gotten into a busier phase with funerals, the Loyalty Day Parade in
Freedom, WI, Memorial Day ceremonies at Whispering Pines and our honors tour of seven cemeteries
and two memorials. Next on tap is the Korean War Memorial ceremony on June 2nd.
And another big thank you to all the folks who helped with our monthly breakfasts this past season to
make it a successful one. Proceeds from the breakfast totaled $2690. And thanks to Auxiliary member
Cindy Bredow for sewing the sandbag covers for the sandbags that hold our flag bases in place.

Guy Mockler – Rifle Squad Commander

Is it spring, YET????

The Rifle Squad purchased new cold-weather uniform coats
to facilitate performing military honors in adverse weather
conditions. They have yet to put them away this season. . . .

The Rifle Squad (Norb Strasser,
right) presented Cindy Bredow
with a plaque in appreciation of
her sewing skills for helping to
make the unit looks its finest!
Thanks again, Cindy!

Quartermaster’s
2-Cents-Worth
Plover VFW’s new (and
improved) Rifle Squad?!!?

With springtime’s arrival and our thoughts turning to golf, baseball and tennis, it’s also time to think
about recruitment of new and lapsed members at the VFW.
So, while you are out enjoying the Wisconsin weather, talk to and meet new friends and enlighten them
about the benefits of being a VFW member. Applications are available behind the bar.
On that note, a warm welcome to new member Frank B. Krush. Frank was accepted for membership
and sworn in at our February meeting. He is a Marine and a Vietnam Veteran. Welcome, Frank!
Remember our VFW is a vital part of the community and your participation in growing membership
of the Post is crucial to our existence.
On a final note, whenever you make a purchase, ask if a military discount is available.
WELCOME SPRING!

Darrel K. Berg - Quartermaster
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10 Things You Can Do To Avoid Fraud
Crooks use clever schemes to defraud millions of people every year. They often combine new technology
with old tricks to get people to send money or give out personal information. Here are some practical tips
to help you stay a step ahead:
1. Spot imposters. Scammers often pretend to be someone you trust, like a government official, a family
member, a charity, or a company you do business with. Do NOT send money or give out personal
information in response to an unexpected request — whether it comes as a text, a phone call, or an email.
2. Do online searches. Type a company or product name into your favorite search engine with words
like “review,” “complaint” or “scam.” Or search for a phrase that describes your situation, like “IRS call.”
You can even search for phone numbers to see if other people have reported them as scams.
3. Don’t believe your caller ID. Technology makes it easy for scammers to fake caller ID information,
so the name and number you see aren’t always real. If someone calls asking for money or personal
information, hang up. If you think the caller might be telling the truth, call back to a number you know is
genuine.
4. Don’t pay upfront for a promise. Someone might ask you to pay in advance for things like debt
relief, credit and loan offers, mortgage assistance, or a job. They might even say you’ve won a prize, but
first you have to pay taxes or fees. If you do, they will probably take the money and disappear.
5. Consider how you pay. Credit cards have significant fraud protection built in, but some payment
methods don’t. Wiring money through services like Western Union or MoneyGram is risky because it’s
nearly impossible to get your money back. That is also true for reloadable cards (like MoneyPak
or Reloadit) and gift cards (like iTunes or Google Play). Government offices and honest companies will
NOT require you to use these payment methods.
6. Talk to someone. Before you give up your money or personal information, talk to someone you trust.
Con artists want you to make decisions in a hurry. They might even threaten you. Slow down, check out
the story, do an online search, consult an expert — or just tell a friend.
7. Hang up on robocalls. If you answer the phone and hear a recorded sales pitch, hang up and report
it to the FTC. These calls are illegal, and often the products are bogus. Do NOT press 1 to speak to a
person or 9 to be taken off the list. That could lead to more calls.
8. Be skeptical about free trial offers. Some companies use free trials to sign you up for products
and bill you every month until you cancel. Before you agree to a free trial, research the company and read
the cancellation policy. And always review your monthly statements for charges you do not recognize.
9. Do NOT deposit a check and wire money back. By law, banks must make funds from deposited
checks available within days, but uncovering a fake check can take weeks. If a check you deposit turns out
to be a fake, you’re responsible for repaying the bank.
10. Sign up for free scam alerts from the FTC at ftc.gov/scams. Get the latest tips and advice
about scams sent right to your inbox. If you spot a scam, report it at ftc.gov/complaint. Your reports help
the FTC and other law enforcement investigate scams and bring crooks to justice.
(Info taken from – www.consumer.ftc.gov)
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Post Receives Donation From Sr. Vice Ransbottom
Plover VFW received a surprise $842 cash
donation for the Post Veterans Relief Fund
from Post Senior Vice Commander Steve
Ransbottom (left) at their regular meeting in
January. The relief fund is used to assist local
area Veterans in need.
The monies were generated from donations by
visitors to Comrade Ransbottom’s Annual
Christmas Light Show at his home in Plover.
Commander Al Tessmann (right) accepts the
donation as Auxiliary members Barb Schultz
and Brian Diehn look on.
2018-2019 Post Officers
Al Tessmann . . . . . . . . . . Commander
Steve Ransbottom. .
Sr Vice Cmdr
Don Mugridge. . . Jr Vice Commander
Darrell Berg. . . . . . . . . .Quartermaster
Mike McKenna. . . . . Judge Advocate
Frank Raschka. . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain
Bernerd Yelkin . . . . . . . . . . . .Surgeon
Guy Mockler. . . . . .Rifle Squad Cmdr.

2018-2019 Auxiliary Officers

Perry Engel. . . . . . . 3-Yr Trustee
Jim Cline. . . . . . . . . 2-Yr Trustee
David Verhage . . . .1-Yr Trustee
Guy Mockler. . . .Service Officer
Danny Dye . . . . . . . . . . . . .MAP
Scott Halverson. . .Officer of Day
Ron Stoflet . . . . . . . . . . Adjutant
Mike Zynda . . . 3-Yr House Comm.

Diane Lutovsky. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Debbie Manthey . . . . . . . . Sr Vice President
Margaret Klitgaard-Mancel. . . Jr Vice Pres
Cindy Bredow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Conductress
Debra Suchon . . . . . . . . . .Patriotic Instructor
Angie Senn-Knuth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guard
Karen Conklyn. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain
Sue Diehn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer

SPECIAL EVENTS
June 2 – Korean War Memorial Ceremony – 10:45 a.m.
June 12-15 – VFW State Convention – Red Lion Paper Valley Appleton
July 4 – Stevens Point Fourth of July Parade
July 20 – Warbirds Rendezvous – Mosinee Airport - Begins @ 8:00 a.m.
July 27 – Celebrate Plover
August 18 – King Day and Parade at Wisconsin Veterans Home King
August 24 – Rifle Squad Steak Feed
September 7 – Plover VFW Annual Golf Scramble Fundraiser

DATES TO REMEMBER
June 6 – D-Day Allied Invasion of Europe

Phone:
(715) 341-8414
E-Mail:
vfw10262@vfw10262.com
Visit Us On The Web:
http://www.plovervfw.org

June 14 – Flag Day

June 14 – U.S. Army Founded (1775)

June 16 - Father’s Day

June 25 – Korean War Began (1950)

July 27 – Korean War Ended (1953)

July 28 – WWI Began (1914)

Greater Plover Area VFW
Memorial Post #10262
2970 Hickory Drive
Plover, WI 54467

August 1 – Air Force Day

August 14 – Japan Surrendered Ending WWII (1945)

The VFW Clubhouse is
open to the public Tuesday
thru Sunday after 3:00 pm

“Those Who Fought Together – Belong Together”
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Plover VFW Post #10262
2970 Hickory Drive
Plover, WI 54467

