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Special Interest 

Items 

 

➢ Three Students 
Receive Post 
Scholarships 
 

➢ New Museum at 
King Vets Home 
 

➢ Search & Rescue 
K-9 “Drika” Visits 
Plover VFW 
 

➢ New Book About 
WI Vietnam MIAs 

 
➢ Army’s Pet Health 

App Available 
 
➢ Images From 

Vietnam Vets 
Celebration 
 

➢ Plover Post Cleans 
Up Hoover Ave. 

 

 

Post Meeting: 

2nd Monday of every 

month at 1900 hours; 

(light lunch 

beforehand at 1800 

hours) 

 

Auxiliary Meeting: 

2nd Monday of every 

month at 1900 hours;  

(light lunch 

beforehand at 1800 

hours) 

 

 

 

Plover VFW awarded their annual educational scholarships to three graduating high school 

seniors in a ceremony at the June post meeting.  
 

Abigayle Giese received the 2018 “Plover VFW Post 10262 Scholarship.” She achieved 

many academic awards, including Highest Honor Roll, while attending high school. Abigayle 

was very involved volunteering in her church and community, which included working with 

the elderly at nursing homes, soup kitchens, Rotary Club, Vacation Bible School and 

childrens’ sports. She will attend UW-LaCrosse in the fall and plans to major in elementary 

education. The $500 scholarship was presented on behalf of Plover VFW Post 10262 by Post 

Commander Joe Cahill. 

 

Jessica Lange, a SPASH Valedictorian, received the 2018 “Mike Helgert Memorial Golf 

Scholarship.” Lange has dedicated hundreds of volunteer hours serving the needy, the Boys 

and Girls Clubs, her church and various youth camps. She will attend UW-Stevens Point in 

the fall with the goal of becoming a Speech-Language Pathologist and hopes to eventually 

work with children. The $500 scholarship was presented on behalf of the Plover VFW Golf 

Committee by Chairman Ron Stoflet in memory of long-time Plover VFW member and 

Vietnam Veteran, Mike Helgert, who in 2004 founded the now annual golf outing fundraiser.  

 

Kendra Robinson, a Pacelli High School graduate, received the 2018 “Bert Platta Memorial 

Scholarship.” Diagnosed with a profound hearing loss at 6 weeks of age, Kendra overcame 

her challenges to excel academically, receiving numerous scholastic honors, and also 

athletically, achieving awards in the hockey arena. She actively volunteered with her church, 

senior citizens and community youth, to include serving as a Deaf Elementary Student Mentor 

and working with the Salvation Army, Breast Cancer Foundation and Earth Day. She will 

attend Augsburg University in Minneapolis this fall to major in biological science and is 

planning a career in microbiology. The $500 scholarship was presented by Plover VFW Rifle 

Squad Commander Guy Mockler in memory of former Rifle Squad Commander, Bert Platta.  

 

 “In–FormatIon” 

Plover VFW Awards Scholarships 

 

Scholarship Chairman Mike 

Zynda (left) with recipients 

Abigayle Giese, Jessica Lange, 

Kendra Robinson and Post 

Commander Joe Cahill. The 

winners also received a $10 

Portage County gift certificate 

and a Plover VFW Challenge 

Coin. For more information 

on these scholarships, please 

contact Plover VFW Post 

10262 at (715) 341-8414. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                          

 

 

 

 

                                            

Commander’s Column 
 

Comrades and Sisters: As my 2nd and final year as Commander of the Plover Post and my 9th year in the 

command structure of the Veterans of Foreign Wars winds down, I have lots of good news! 

Our Post has been nominated for the National Community Service Post Award.  If we win, it will be the fourth 

time for the Post. Of all the things that one can win in the VFW, nothing is more satisfying to me than an award 

that is one that every Comrade and Sister can share in because each of you had a hand in winning it.  As we 

sailors say, “Bravo Zulu” (Well Done!) to one and all! 

Speaking of awards, or own Comrade Tegan Griffith received the Chancellor’s Leadership Award on May 9th 

at the Dreyfus University Center. Congratulations Comrade, it is an award well deserved! 

As the old group departs the podium and the new faces take their places, congratulations (or maybe 

condolences?) to Comrade Al Tessmann and his leadership team. We are all available to assist you with 

whatever you need! Al will, if he has not already, begin tapping people on the shoulder to fill some of the slots 

of the Officers that are appointed. 

I hope all who are asked will step forward. I can tell you from experience that you truly do not learn about the 

VFW until you have served in a leadership position. In my case, since I was the last guy to fall off the turnip 

truck, two meetings in I was elected Junior Vice Commander. Thus began 9 years in Post and District Officer 

service.  I can almost speak VFW fluently! 

One final item; as of the writing of this Commander’s Corner (which is late – Sorry Debbie!) the Post has four 

Legacy Life Members. Three are Gold and one is Bronze. This means that as long as there is a Veterans of 

Foreign Wars, those four individuals will always be on the muster list. I did some research and found that one 

Post, not sure where it was located, had 75 Legacy Life Members! If you are already a Life Member I urge you 

to consider taking your commitment to the next level! 

Thank you one and all for a rewarding two years!                                             Joe Cahill - Commander 

King Veterans Home Opens New Museum 
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The Wisconsin Veterans Home at King held a Grand Opening with ribbon-cutting ceremony on April 20th for 

its newly-renovated military museum, the “James Megellas Gallery. The museum is located in the Marden 

Center and features audio and visual displays and military artifacts from the Spanish-American War up through 

the present-day Middle Eastern conflicts. The displays highlight the roles of Wisconsin servicepersons within 

the context of each of these conflicts and also contain individual photos and biographical accounts.  
 

 

 

  

The James Megellas Gallery is 

named in honor of U.S. Army 

Lieutenant Colonel James 

“Maggie” Megellas, of Fond 

du Lac, the most-decorated 

officer in the history of the 

82nd Airborne Division. 

Colonel Megellas received the 

Distinguished Service Cross, 

two Silver Stars, two Bronze 

Stars and other military 

honors for his World War II 

European service. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                          

       

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to spring fellow Auxiliary members. I am 

sure everyone was happy to see the snow all melt, 

blossoms exploding on the trees and flowers 

springing out of the ground. I know I certainly was! 

Come and join us for our meetings at the Post on 

the 2nd Monday of the month. The meeting as usual 

starts at 7:00 p.m. There is always information at 

the meeting about activities we are doing, and I 

would like to see you join us and share your own 

ideas.   

The nominations for officers was presented in 

March and the election of officers took place in 

April. Installation was held in May and our new 

slate of officers for our 2018-2019 year is as 

follows: President – Diane Lutovsky, Senior Vice – 

Debbie Manthey, Junior Vice – Peggy Klitgaard-

Mancel, Chaplain – Karen Conklyn, Conductress – 

Cindy Bredow, Guard - Angie Senn-Knuth, 

Treasurer – Sue Diehn, Three-year Trustee – Sandi 

Kowalski, Patriotic Instructor – Debra Suchon. 

Sherry  Engel was appointed as Secretary.  

Special guests Dennis Dorshorst, K-9 Search and 

Recovery handler, along with Bill Senn and Search 

and Rescue K-9 Drika attended our March meeting. 

Drika is a 5-year-old purebred German Shepard 

certified in trailing to assist in locating missing per- 

 

 

 

sons. She has completed extensive “scent-specific” 

training and is ready to also certify in human 

remains. She is able to follow a scent in snow, rain 

and across water. Dennis and Drika are members of 

the K-9 Emergency Response Team based in 

Wisconsin Rapids. Our Auxiliary supports an 

annual donation towards Drika’s training and care. 

For additional information, find them on  Facebook:  

http://www.facebook.com/DrikaDog 

Other donations include patriotic pencils and Pledge 

of Allegiance cards to 3rd graders at nine Stevens 

Point and Plover grade schools (thanks Cindy 

Bredow for your help), three copies of the book 

“The Poppy Lady” to the Portage County Library 

system and funds to also support the Stevens Point 

Police Department’s newly-acquired K-9s.  

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diane Lutovsky - President 
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Auxiliary Column 

 

 

If you have a change of address or phone number, 

please contact me at home (715) 342-1153 or by 

sending a note to the Post at 2970 Hickory Drive, 

Plover. By keeping your information current, we can 

reach out to you and ensure that you receive your 

Plover VFW Newsletter. 

If you are a widow or widower, you may no longer 

receive the WI VFW News. However, this fall we can 

assist you with a $3.00 annual subscription to this 

important state newspaper about the VFW and 

VFWA happenings in our district and state.                        
 

Yours in Fellowship,     Diane Lutovsky-President               

 

 

President Diane Lutovsky and Angie Senn-Knuth with Bill Senn, 

K-9 Drika and Search and Recovery Handler Dennis Dorshorst.  

President Diane Lutovsky presents patriotic pencils and Pledge 

of Allegiance cards to a staff member at McKinley grade school. 

http://www.facebook.com/DrikaDog


           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

                                  

       

 

 

 
     

  

 

All You Ever Wanted To Know About Vietnam 
(And More. . . .) 

 

This is probably one of the best search lists compiled about Vietnam. It would take months to look at and 

read everything this website has to offer.  

  

 4 

Press Release - June 4, 2018 

MADISON, WI – “They were brothers. They were fathers. They were husbands. They played sports, they played 

music, they played tricks, and they played cards. Some were career servicemen with years of experience; others 

were just beginning their careers. Some were draftees who had never factored the military into their plans until 

their country called them to service.”  

Wisconsin’s 37: The Lives of Those Missing in Action in the Vietnam War tells the stories of the 37 men from 

Wisconsin classified as “Missing in Action” during the Vietnam War. From the Gulf of Tonkin until the Paris 

Peace Accords, in Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia, the men of Wisconsin experienced nearly every aspect of the 

war. Their stories are as unique as the men themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The book will be available for purchase in early June through McFarland and Company’s website and 

Amazon.com. All royalties from the sale of this book will be donated to the Wisconsin Veterans Museum in 

Madison and the High Ground Memorial in Neillsville.  

 

 

Upcoming Book About Wisconsin’s 

Servicemen Missing-in-Action In Vietnam  

 

 

More than just a military book, though, Wisconsin’s 37 

focuses on how these individuals lived rather than just the 

circumstances that led to their disappearances. Growing 

up in familiar places all around Wisconsin, readers will 

relate to their experiences and values, and perhaps 

appreciate their sacrifices all the more.  

Heavily based on nearly 200 interviews from family, 

friends, and fellow servicemen, Wisconsin’s 37 gives life 

to the names on the Wall and highlights the importance 

of remembering those we have lost.  

Author Erin Miller is a 2018 graduate from the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, where she holds a 

B.A. in history and an M.S. in communication sciences 

and disorders. It has been her honor to record these 

stories. John Sharpless is a history professor at the UW.  

 

 

 

http://www.tom.pilsch.com/Vietnam.html 

 

 

http://www.tom.pilsch.com/Vietnam.html


 

                      

                                                                       

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

       

 

                                            

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rifle Squad Notes and News 

           

               

 

 

I am very pleased to FINALLY announce “Happy Spring and Summer!” 

Fortunately, your Rifle Squad was called upon very few times during the challenging winter weather, but we 

have been busy the past couple months. Recently, I was compiling our yearly numbers and am pleased to say 

that we did nearly twice the number of community events versus funerals. Most recently, Rifle Squad members 

traveled to New Richmond on April 28th to march in the Loyalty Day parade. The week of Memorial Day was 

also busy with a flag changeout ceremony at Whispering Pines on Friday, and on Monday we conducted 

Memorial Day honors at seven area cemeteries, the Korean War Memorial and the Plover Veterans Memorial. 

This was followed by a wonderful community luncheon at the Post put on by our Auxiliary. We received some 

great television Memorial Day publicity with news coverage by WAOW Channel 9.   

 

This past week-end we did “double-duty” with the Ageless Aviation Airshow and the annual Korean War 

Memorial Ceremony. We were able to “divide-and-conquer, as David Verhage and I, along with grillers Mike 

Zynda, Al Dunlap and Roger Zebro, were able to manage the food stand at the airshow and keep the breakfast 

sausages, burgers, brats and hotdogs coming. We sold out of everything except for some hotdogs. So a most 

successful fundraiser for us. Norb Strasser served as Rifle Squad Commander for the Korean Ceremony, which 

was covered by WSAW Channel 7 news. I think we should all feel proud that we are able to promote goodwill 

and the foundations of the VFW out-and-about with the public. 

 

We also had a most successful breakfast season, with a final figure of $2866, despite losing the month of 

September with the kitchen remodel and the month of April with the 20”+ late-season blizzard. We received 

much help for all of our events from the Rifle Squad, Auxiliary and Friends of the Post, so a hearty and grateful 

“Thank you to ALL.”                                                               

Plover VFW’s new (and 

improved) Rifle Squad?!!? 
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Quartermaster’s Two-Cents-Worth 

 

Elections and installation have been completed and here are the new Plover VFW officers for 2018-2019: 

Commander - Al Tessmann, Senior Vice – Steve Ransbottom, Junior Vice – Don Mugridge, Quartermaster – 

Darrell Berg, Chaplain – Frank Raschka, 3-Year Trustee – Perry Engel, 3-Year House Committee – Mike 

Zynda.  NOTE: New email address for incoming Commander Al Tessmann is:  cmdr.vfw10262@gmail.com 

 

As always, be on the lookout for potential new members. They are out there. It’s just harder to spot them. 

Someone with a military-related cap or shirt, perhaps. If a person thanks you for your service, ask if they served, 

and if so, where and when. Who knows what may transpire. . . It is important that we get younger members to 

help grow our Post and get them involved.  
 

As I complete my final term as your Quartermaster, I just want to say I have enjoyed the past three years and 

it went by fast!  And Welcome to our new VFW member Robert Potter! 

 

 

 

 

 

Guy Mockler – Rifle Squad Commander 

Jim Cline - Quartermaster 

 

Plover VFW Rifle Squad, Auxiliary and Plover Legion Post 

543 conducted joint Memorial Day Ceremonies at Plover 

Cemetery; one of seven cemeteries and two memorials.                  

(Photos courtesy of David Hall)  



 

  Army Public Health Center Animal Health App 
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The Army Public Health Center's Veterinary Services and Public Health Sanitation Directorate have teamed up 

with the Public Health Communication Directorate in creating a new mobile app for phones and tablets called 

milPetEd, short for Military Pet Education. The app provides Soldiers, family members and retirees with animal 

health information, an interactive Veterinary Treatment Facility finder, and even a section where users can 

submit pictures of their furry, feathered or finned friends. 
 

The comprehensive and accessible app leads the user through the various aspects of having a pet, from the 

basics such as considering what sort of pet would be best for you and your family, to the harder topics such as 

understanding the grief that accompanies losing a beloved pet. The app includes a variety of articles, all written 

by U.S. Army veterinary service personnel. While the app currently focuses primarily on cats and dogs, it 

provides some information about what to do with smaller pets or farm animals in case of emergency. 
 

MilPetED includes extensive animal health information, ranging from general information about the importance 

of preventive care to species-specific information, such as preventing dog bites. In addition to physical health, 

the app offers information about helping animals who are experiencing emotional or behavioral difficulties. 

 

The app offers advice that is relevant to the whole family, such as instructing parents and caregivers about the 

importance of teaching your children about proper animal etiquette, and the proper way of introducing a new 

infant to the family pet. 

 

The app officially launched Sept. 12th and is available for free download from iTunes and Google Play.                                                                         

                                             Information adapted from https://www.vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts/vfw-action-corps-weekly#App 

 

Images From Vietnam Veterans Day Celebration 

 
 

  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

 

June 13-16 – VFW State Convention in Green Bay 
 

 

June 25 – Plover Auxiliary King Birthday Party at King Veterans Home 

July  4 – Stevens Point Fourth of July Parade (Post/Aux. Marching) 

July 13-14 – VFW/VFWA Council of Administration Mtg. – Wis. Rapids 

August 18 – VFW/VFWA King Day at King Veterans Home 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

June 14 – Flag Day          June 17 – Father’s Day 

 

June 21 – First Day of Summer        June 25 – Korean War Began (1950) 

 

July 4 – Independence Day         July 25 – Korean War Ended (1953) 

 

July 28 – World War I Began (1914)        August 1 – Air Force Day 

 

August 7 – Vietnam War Began (1964)       August 14 – Japan Surrendered 

                                                                                   Ending WWII (1945)                                                            

  

 

 

Greater Plover Area VFW 

Memorial Post #10262 

2970 Hickory Drive 

Plover, WI  54467 

 

Phone:  

(715) 341-8414 

 

E-Mail: 

vfw10262@vfw10262.com 

 

Visit Us On The Web: 

http://www.plovervfw.org 

 

 
 

The VFW Clubhouse is 

open to the public Tuesday 

thru Sunday after 3:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                     2017-2018 Post Officers                                                         2017-2018 Auxiliary Officers                                                                
 

Al Tessmann . . . . . . . . . . Commander        Perry Engel. . . . . . . 3-Yr Trustee                 Diane Lutovsky. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President     

Steve Ransbottom. .       Sr Vice Cmdr        Jim Cline. . . . . . . . . 2-Yr Trustee                 Debbie Manthey . . . . . . . .  Sr Vice President 

Don Mugridge. . . Jr Vice Commander        David Verhage . . . .1-Yr Trustee                  Margaret Klitgaard-Mancel. . .     Jr Vice Pres 

Darrell Berg. . . . . . . . . .Quartermaster        Guy Mockler. . . .Service Officer                  Cindy Bredow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Conductress 

Mike McKenna. . . . . .Judge Advocate        Danny Dye . . . . . . . . . . . . .MAP                  Debra Suchon . . . . . . . . . .Patriotic Instructor  

Frank Raschka. . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain        Scott Halverson. . .Officer of Day                Angie Senn-Knuth. . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guard  

Bernerd Yelkin . . . . . . . . . . . .Surgeon        Ron Stoflet . . . . . . . . . . Adjutant                  Karen Conklyn. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain  

Guy Mockler. . . . . .Rifle Squad Cmdr.        Mike Zynda . . . 3-Yr House Comm.               Sue Diehn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer 

 

“Those Who Fought Together – Belong Together” 

 

   

Plover VFW Cleans Up Hoover Avenue 

Plover VFW conducted its spring Hoover Avenue cleanup mission from CTH B to HH on Saturday, June 9th. “Operation 

Cleanup” participants included Darrell Berg, Ray Gauthier, Scottie Halverson, John Herek, Mike McKenna, Guy Mockler, 

Don Mugridge, Rick Stevens, and Auxiliary member Debbie Manthey. Photo left, Rick Stevens and Don Mugridge collect 

trash; center photo, Don pauses to make a couple friends along the route (Which of the three is the CUTEST? YOU Decide!); 

small sign in photo right says No Dumping – Under Surveillance. “Sign? WHAT sign?” asks Don. . .  
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Plover VFW Post #10262 

2970 Hickory Drive 

Plover, WI  54467 

 


