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Plover Post Receives 2018 VFW
National Community Service Award
Plover VFW was one of two Posts in
the Department of Wisconsin to
receive the honor and recognition of
National Outstanding Community
Service Post. The award was
accepted by Post Adjutant Ron
Stoflet at the VFW National
Convention in Kansas City in July
on behalf of the Post and Auxiliary,
who put in countless hours of
volunteer and community service
time to earn this award for the
fourth time in our Post’s history.
Many thanks to all who dedicated
their time and effort to make this
achievement possible.

Post Commander Al Tessmann presents the
National Community Service Award to the
Post and Auxiliary at the September meeting.

Plover Auxiliary Hosts Highground Bikers
Seventeen members of the Highground Bicycle Tour were treated to a lunch of
spaghetti, garlic bread and fruit salad by the Plover Auxiliary during one of their
scheduled stops on Saturday, August 4th. The Eastern Route group began their
journey to the Highground Veterans Memorial Park from Appleton on August 3rd,
spent the night in Waupaca, and rode into the Plover Post around noon on Saturday
August 4th for some much-needed rest and replenishment (photo below).
Group leader Curt Braatz said,
"Today is the longest leg of our ride,
as we will complete 75 miles by the
time we reach our stop in Marshfield
later today. The lunch is wonderful
and very much appreciated."
They rendezvoused with three other
groups of riders at the Highground
on Sunday, raising a combined total
of $48,000 to support the memorial.

From the Assistant Adjutant’s Desk
I’m kind of a four-season-guy, so fall is also enjoyable for me in that all of those wonderful spring and
summer activities are about over with, the mowers get put away, the gardens and canning are
finished, the trees are bare, the bicycles are put up for the winter, the mosquitoes and flies disappear,
the snow throwers are tuned up and the one obvious event that doesn’t change is losing hours of
daylight. Football is back on TV, summer re-runs have run their course, the Rifle Squad is serving
their Steak & Omelet Breakfast, and our VFW Fish Fries are back on the Friday dinner menu. It really
is OK to kick back for a bit in the nice warm house.
Fall, of course, we also look forward to Halloween parties, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas
parties! More than anything though, this year, I’m looking forward to the November elections and
finally, not having to watch and listen to all of the darn negative political BS and silly bickering that
has dominated the airwaves that seem as if it has been going on for the past year.
I would like to take up a bit of space and thank our post officers, Auxiliary, and committees of the
past year and this year for their dedication to again keeping our Post among the best posts in the State
of Wisconsin. The House Committee members and Ray Gauthier, working as a general contractor,
completed the long overdue canteen bar renovations. Our canteen and kitchen now look great! Our
Post leadership, to name a few, that includes the past and present Commanders, House Committee,
Bookkeeping, Trustees, Quartermasters, Auxiliary and Tim and Mary Colegrove have provided our
Post another year of success and sound financial management. A special thank you has to go out to
Debbie Manthey for her continuous dedication to our Post’s community involvement/activities and
insuring the “word gets out” to the public!
The Golf Committee with Ron Stoflet’s leadership hosted another financially successful golf event
that will enable the Golf Committee/Post to contribute to some needy organizations. The Rifle Squad
Steak & Omelet Breakfast numbers were up for the past season and the crew again had a fun serving
the guests. The Rifle Squad was hit with a more sporadic season of events and funeral honors requests
that at times “taxed” the members’ participation, but they carried on with dedication to their mission!
Many thanks to their service!
I would ask that all members who provide “Community Service” please report back to Adjutant Ron
Stoflet or myself the number of members, hours, miles and cost of your activities. Reportable
activities include hospital or nursing home visits to Veterans, funeral and military honors, youth
development activities, citizenship education, safety and activities that fall into those categories.
As Veterans Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas approach, Deedy and I wish you all a Safe and Happy
Holiday Season!

Norb Strasser – Asst. Adjutant

Free Flu Shots for Veterans at Walgreen’s
Protecting your health with a flu shot is easier than ever and as close as your neighborhood Walgreen’s.
Walgreen’s and VA are national partners, providing no-cost standard (Quadrivalent) flu shots to
enrolled Veterans of the VA health care system. The program runs from August 2018 through March
31, 2019. No appointment is required. Simply go to any Walgreen’s, tell the pharmacist you receive
care at a VA facility and show your Veterans Health Identification Card and another form of photo I.D.
Your immunization record will be updated electronically in your local VA electronic health record, as
Walgreen’s will send your vaccination information electronically to your VA health record.
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Auxiliary Column
Please send in your current/updated email
addresses or email it to me to help us keep you
in-the-know. We need to start saving on how
we reach out to our membership and email
today works the best.

We have a basket person who has put together
some incredible baskets this year, with, I am
sure, a little guardian angel by her side.
We have lost a member. Donna Konkol passed
away recently. An Auxiliary ritual was
performed in her honor at the Church.

The WI VFW newspaper is available to you for
$3.00 a year. Send me your name, address and
monies and you will start receiving this
informative publication the first of the year.

Scott Halverson from the Post was privileged to
go on the October 15th Honor Flight. Thanks to
Peggy Klitgaard-Mancel for creating a beautiful
“Mail Call” card for everyone to sign for Scott.

We have been busy this year. VFW Rifle Squad
breakfasts with Auxiliary bake sales help keep
us in monies to support worthy community
projects. The breakfasts are on the third
Sunday, however there will not be a breakfast
or bake sale in November due to folks being
gone for deer hunting.

Mark your calendars for the December 8th
Christmas party here at the Post. Look for the
registration form inside this newsletter.
Our next Auxiliary meeting night is November
the 12th. Please try to attend. There is a small
luncheon prior to the meeting.

We have donated many baskets to various
fundraisers in the area. If you know of anyone
having one, let us know so we can decide if we
should donate something. Also, when you are
purging from your supplies and happen across
nice things that could be used in our baskets,
please consider donating to your organization.

Prayers for those who are sick at this time.
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all
who are celebrating in the near future.
Yours,

Diane Lutovsky - President

Quartermaster’s 2-Cents-Worth
I am a retired property rater from Sentry Insurance and have been married to my wife, Kathy for the
past 36 years. We settled in Plover in 1991. I have two children and five grandchildren.
I served on the USS Roark during the Vietnam War. I have been in the Navy for a total of 12 years
between active and reserve duty.
The order for Plover Post hats has been received and hats are available for purchase for $15/each.
We are receiving membership renewals but we need to increase our membership. Talk to your old
enlisted friends and family members and spread the word about our wonderful Post. Applications are
available behind the bar.
Speaking of the bar, new hours of operation are from 11:00 am to close on Tuesday thru Friday on a
trial basis, after which time we will evaluate the feasibility of the extended hours. Keep in mind, the
Post is also open for all noon Packer games. Bring a snack or dish to pass and come on down!
My mother always told me that patience is a virtue. I will try to be patient and encourage you to do
the same with me. I look forward to serving as the Quartermaster of Post 10262, Plover, Wisconsin.

Diane Lutovsky - President Darrell K. Berg
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Plover VFW and Auxiliary Host Fall
District 7 Meeting
Plover VFW and Auxiliary hosted the fall District 7 Meeting on Sunday, October 14th at Smiley’s Bar and
Grill in Plover. Approximately 125 attendees gathered for the event to conduct business, enjoy some
camaraderie at the chicken dinner that included all the trimmings, and take a chance on an Auxiliary
basket raffle and door prizes.
The Plover VFW Rifle Squad conducted posting of the colors prior to the dinner.
State and National leaders who attended included VFW National Council Representative John Giese the official rep for the VFW meeting, VFW National Chaplain Charlene Cobb, and State Judge Advocate
Bill Knudson. State leaders from the Auxiliary included VFWA Department President Laurel Ann Wiese
- the official Auxiliary rep, Department Senior Vice Mary Brown, Department Chaplain Inez Semingson
and Department Conductress Faith Elford.
Two items voted on and approved were to continue having the district meetings on a Sunday vs. moving
to a Saturday and to discontinue the large meal at the fall and spring district meetings in favor of a
shorter break with some type of lighter fare.

District 7 attendees swap jokes and stories prior to the start of the dinner
(above). Plover VFW Rifle Squad (lower left) prepares to post the colors.
Auxiliary basket raffle (lower right) provides needed funds for programs.
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Rifle Squad Notes and News
Autumn Greetings to All!
Our canteen remodeling project was completed in early July and I am proud to announce that our
Rifle Squad recently donated $15,000 to the Post to support this major improvement project. If you
haven’t already seen it, please come down to enjoy our new-and-improved canteen, complete with
three additional big-screen T.V.s for your viewing pleasure!
The Rifle Squad will conduct Veterans’ Day ceremonies at the memorials, which will be observed by
the Post on Saturday, November 10th. The ceremony at the Korean War Memorial will begin at 11:00
a.m. followed by the ceremony at the Plover Veterans’ Memorial at 11:30 a.m. A luncheon at the Post
will follow at noon. Everyone is invited
to attend the ceremonies and the lunch
so please mark your calendars and
plan to join us!
In addition to the above events, we
have been invited to various activities
on Friday, November 9th. Stay tuned
for more information.
Our annual Wreaths Across America
ceremony will be held at the Korean
War Memorial on Saturday, December
15th, beginning at 10:50 a.m. with the
posting of the colors. Also at that time,
dozens of volunteers will assist the
American Legion Riders with placing
the ceremonial wreaths on all of the
graves at the Central Wisconsin
Veterans Memorial Cemetery at King.

Plover VFW Rifle Squad, accompanied by Plover American Legion
Post 543, conduct a ceremony to honor area Veterans at the annual
Celebrate Plover event on July 28th at Lake Pacawa Park in Plover.

Guy Mockler – Rifle Squad Commander

13-Year-Old Donates to Rifle Squad
Alexus DuBois (second from
left), 13-year-old granddaughter
of Conrad and Deb Suchon,
donated the proceeds from her
“Art In The Park” jewelry and
craft booth to the Plover VFW
Rifle Squad at their September
Breakfast Fundraiser. Alexus’s

Plover VFW’s new (and
improved) Rifle Squad?!!?

donation was accepted by Plover
VFW Rifle Squad Commander Guy
Mockler (left) and David Verhage
(right) as grandmother Deb (in
red) and members of the breakfast
crew behind the counter look on.
Many Thanks to Alexus for her
thoughtfulness and support!
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What Is September 17th?
This day commemorates the formation and signing of the U.S. Constitution on September 17, 1787 by 39
delegates to the Constitutional Convention. This document established the framework of our government
and the rights and freedoms that “We the People” enjoy today.
In 1940, Congress designated the third Sunday in May as “I am an American Day.” In 1944, “I am an
American Day” was promoted by the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service. On February 29, 1952,
Congress moved “I am an American Day” observation to September 17 and renamed it “Citizenship Day.”
In 2004, Congress renamed the holiday “Constitution Day and Citizenship Day” and mandated
that all publicly-funded educational institutions and all federal agencies provide educational
programming on the history of the American Constitution on this day.
In observance of the mandate, a free public lecture, “Getting to the Supreme Court,” was presented at
UW-Stevens Point by Political Science Professor John Blakeman. He discussed the U.S. Constitution and
Supreme Court appointments. Given the recent Supreme Court drama surrounding the appointment of
Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh, I am including points I came away with from his lecture:
* Supreme Court was established by the Constitution of the United States and implemented by the
Judiciary Act in 1789.
* Constitution gives the President of the United States the sole power to nominate a candidate to the
Supreme Court. He also nominates 1/3 to 1/2 of the lower Federal Judiciary. President must calculate the
likelihood of the candidate getting through. Difficult if White House and Senate are opposing parties.
* Constitution give the Senate the power to “advise and consent.” (The House has no power).
* On average, the Supreme Court has a vacancy every four years. Nomination is based on professional
qualifications/pedigree; nominees have come from 1 of 4 top law schools over the past 50 years.
* Senate Judiciary Committee came about after the Civil War. First time a nominee was asked to come
and testify was in 1916. Second time was in 1939 at the request of the nominee.
* Supreme Court became much more prominent during the 1960s.
* Senate Judiciary Committee began broadcasting hearings to the public during the 1970s and became
much more partisan. (Prof. Blakeman stated that the disruptive protests that have taken place at recent
hearings are something new and not what the hearings are for).
* The Constitution provides that "[t]he Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their
Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation,
which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office." (“Good Behaviour” is interpreted as
meaning “for life”).
* The only way to remove a Supreme Court or Federal Court justice is by impeachment. (Other countries
have mandatory retirement: ex. = Canada at age 70, Germany at age 68-70).
* The only way we can implement a retirement age for Supreme Court justices is to amend the
Constitution (which does not happen often or easily).

Debbie Manthey - Editor
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Plover Post Receives Donation from Jordan Bar
Plover VFW received a $1250 donation from
Jordan Bar and Grill owner John Koshnick
at their regular meeting in October.
The bar sponsored its annual Motorcycle
Poker Run on September 8th. Koshnick said
64 riders on 39 motorcycles participated in
the event, which covered a 96-mile route in
Portage and Waupaca counties, to generate
the proceeds. Many thanks to John and all
the participants.
Quartermaster Darrell Berg (left) and Post
Commander Al Tessmann (right) received
the donation from Koshnick (center).
2018-2019 Post Officers
Al Tessmann . . . . . . . . . . Commander
Steve Ransbottom. .
Sr Vice Cmdr
Don Mugridge. . . Jr Vice Commander
Darrell Berg. . . . . . . . . .Quartermaster
Mike McKenna. . . . . .Judge Advocate
Frank Raschka. . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain
Bernerd Yelkin . . . . . . . . . . . .Surgeon
Guy Mockler. . . . . .Rifle Squad Cmdr.

2018-2019 Auxiliary Officers

Perry Engel. . . . . . . 3-Yr Trustee
Jim Cline. . . . . . . . . 2-Yr Trustee
David Verhage . . . .1-Yr Trustee
Guy Mockler. . . .Service Officer
Danny Dye . . . . . . . . . . . . .MAP
Scott Halverson. . .Officer of Day
Ron Stoflet . . . . . . . . . . Adjutant
Mike Zynda . . . 3-Yr House Comm.

Diane Lutovsky. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Debbie Manthey . . . . . . . . Sr Vice President
Margaret Klitgaard-Mancel. . . Jr Vice Pres
Cindy Bredow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Conductress
Debra Suchon . . . . . . . . . .Patriotic Instructor
Angie Senn-Knuth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guard
Karen Conklyn. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain
Sue Diehn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer

SPECIAL EVENTS
November 6 – Election Day – “GET OUT THE VOTE!”
November 10 – Veterans Day (Ceremonies at Korean War Memorial 11:00
and Plover Veterans Memorial 11:30 with lunch at Post afterwards)

Greater Plover Area VFW
Memorial Post #10262
2970 Hickory Drive
Plover, WI 54467

November 18 - NO RIFLE SQUAD BREAKFAST! GONE HUNTING. . .

Phone:
(715) 341-8414

December 8 – Plover VFW Post Christmas Party
December 15 – Wreaths Across America at Korean Memorial - 10:50am
January 27 – District 7 Meeting at Eagle’s Club in Marshfield

DATES TO REMEMBER
November 17 – Opening Day of Gun Deer Hunting Season

E-Mail:
vfw10262@vfw10262.com
Visit Us On The Web:
http://www.plovervfw.org

November 22 – Happy Thanksgiving
December 7 – Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day
December 24 – Christmas Eve

December 25 – Merry Christmas!

December 31 – New Year’s Eve

January 1 – Happy New Year!

January 17 – Persian Gulf War Began (1991)
January 27 – Signing of Vietnam Peace Accord (1973)

The VFW Clubhouse is
open to the public Tuesday
thru Sunday after 3:00 pm

“Those Who Fought Together – Belong Together”
7

Anyone planning to attend must complete the reservation sheet at the
bottom of this invitation. Reservations must be completed and return to
the Post no later than December 1, 2018. There are no exceptions on
the deadline.
Mail, Email or drop off invitations at the Post

Return this portion addressed to: Plover VFW – Christmas Party
By mail: 2970 Hickory Drive, Plover WI 54467
By email: vfw10262@vfw10262.com

Guest: _______________________________
(Limited to 1 guest per invited attendee)

Name: _______________________________

Members of the Post and Auxiliary including one guest and special guests
including one guest are invited.

Entertainment will be provided for your listening and dancing pleasure.

Each person will receive 2 free mixed drink tickets. Tap beer and all soda will
be free all evening.

A catered meal will be provided.

Please bring a non-perishable food item for a charitable donation.

•

•

Cost: No Cost This Year

Time: Cocktails – 5:00 PM
Dinner: - 6:00 PM

When: Saturday, December 8, 2018

Where: Plover VFW Post
2970 Hickory Drive
Plover, WI

VFW Post 10262 and AUXILIARY Members and Special Guests
CHRISTMAS PARTY

Plover VFW Post #10262
2970 Hickory Drive
Plover, WI 54467

