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Post Kitchen Remodeling Project Update
Come on down and take a look at your newly updated and expanded kitchen!
At the May 3, 2017 House Committee meeting, Tim and Mary Colegrove
made a request to expand and update the kitchen. As the committee gathered
input from some of the members on the proposed project, the rifle squad
members also requested some kitchen improvements to better facilitate the
rifle squad monthly breakfasts. The project was approved at the regular June
Post meeting and Mark Spreda, owner of Remarkable Home Improvements,
LLC was hired to remodel the kitchen.
The kitchen project began the third week of September and work consisted of
tearing out the back bar and enclosing that entire area into an expanded
kitchen, adding a new 9x12 foot rifle squad room, a new separate room for the
water heater and water softener (which were donated by Steve Lewallenowner of Steve’s Plumbing and Heating), new pull down aluminum panels for
the new kitchen window and door, new drywall, updating existing wiring and
adding new wiring in the walls and ceiling, additional circuit breakers and
outlets, new ceiling, new flooring, shelving and many other items too
numerous to mention.
The kitchen remodel and expansion
ran over budget because we added
more features than we originally
planned, but once you see the
results of the project, you will be
quite pleased with what we did.
The project is about 98% completed
with just a few minor items to be
done yet but we are up-and- running
and open for business.
And keep warm…for those who The back bar has been removed and replaced by
don’t know or may not feel it yet, it the expanded kitchen and serving area.
Ray Gauthier – House Committee Chairman
is really getting cold outside.

Commander’s Column
Comrades and Sisters, it is the holiday season again! Halloween just departed, I had more trick-ortreaters than any other year since we moved to Plover. Thanksgiving is fast approaching but before
that day comes we have another very important day to observe - Veterans Day! As Memorial Day is
the day that we salute those who paid the ultimate sacrifice, this is our day; the day for those of us
who did return home to look each other in the eye and say, “Well done Comrade, thank you for your
service!” For those of us who served in Vietnam, we waited a long time to hear those words. For
me, it was 2003 (almost 40 years after the fact)! There are still those who are bitter about the way
we were treated but I, for one, hope that they will one day realize it is time to forgive and move on.
For all of those who served in Kosovo, Desert Storm, Iraq, Afghanistan and all of those out-of-theway places around the world, let me say to you, “God bless you and thank you for your service!”
One down note, we put a bid in for the Spring District Meeting but Colby got it instead!
On a note of those things that are related to Post 10262….. It is time for the Voice of Democracy,
Patriots Pen and Teacher of the Year competition again. We should be receiving the entries as I
write this and maybe we will have a winner that as the sports announcer says, “They might go all the
way!” These are only three programs that are part of the Post achieving All-State Status for 2017-18.
There is a program that I cannot find any past participation in and it would be nice to have entries in
all of the categories. In general, it is called Public Service Recognition but there are four different
categories: Firefighter, Police Officer, Paramedic and Scouter. The last one was a bit confusing until
I got hold of National’s definition. One would expect to have scoutmasters, etc. on the list but
apparently is the volunteers that do Chaperone, serve as the 2nd Adult or do things like Merit Badge
Counseling (all considered non-professionals in Scouting). Anyway, if you know of someone in
these four categories, check VFW.Org for the details. There is a significant package that needs to be
assembled and submitted.
Don’t forget Post Christmas Party on December 9th! Until next time, have a Happy Thanksgiving!
A Merry Christmas (may Santa bring you all of those “toys”) and a Happy New Year!
Joe Cahill - Commander

Plover VFW Golf Committee Announces Donations
Plover VFW Golf Committee has announced the following
donations of the proceeds from the 13th Annual Mike
Helgert Memorial Golf Scramble held in September:
$5,000 to the Fisher House in Milwaukee
$1,000 to Operation Bootstrap in Stevens Point
$1,000 to Salvation Army Hope Center in Stevens Point
$1,000 to Boys and Girls Club - Stevens Point/Plover
$500 to Mike Helgert Annual Memorial Scholarship
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Auxiliary Column
Holiday Greetings Brother and Sister
Auxiliary Members! The second Monday of
the month is when we meet. A luncheon is
served around 6:00pm to start and the
meetings for both Post and Auxiliary are at
7:00pm. We now have several male members
and it is very nice to have their input. How
about joining us? The more the merrier.

We donate desserts to the Post events and join
the rifle squad at their monthly breakfast with
a bake sale. Our donations around the
community and district continue each month.
On November 7th, we packed up six boxes of
donations to be shipped to troops overseas. Do
you know of a worthy cause? Let us know, so
we can discuss this at our meeting and, with
approval, send a donation.

Please encourage others who may qualify to
join our Auxiliary. Those who qualify are:
spouses, mothers, fathers, sons, daughters,
brothers, sisters, and grandparents. Others that
are eligible are step, half, and adopted –
parents, children, and siblings.

I am looking for your service hours. Visits to
the hospital count; taking your spouse or
significant other or a friend to the VA also
count. Working with youth groups,
volunteering, participating in projects around
the community - please take a look at what
you do and send me your hours. If you have
questions as to what counts, give me a call or
send me an email. This continues to show
what a fantastic auxiliary we have.

In the last newsletter, I mentioned the
conversion to the new, computerized MALTA
membership system. Members should have
received a new membership card in the mail.
Well, don’t look now, but National is issuing
yet ANOTHER new MALTA membership
card! Apparently, there were quite a number
of complaints about the cheap and flimsy card
that members received, so National decided to
issue better quality membership cards! Life
members may have already received the latest
card and annual members will follow. So
don’t mistake it for junk mail, as some have.
We have been busy as an Auxiliary, and most
meetings are attended by 12 to 18 members.

Look for your Christmas party invitation to
arrive soon. The party will be held the 2nd
Saturday in December. Details will be in the
flyer.
Thanksgiving and the holidays are fast
approaching. May you and your families have
a wonderful Thanksgiving. And may your
holidays be Merry and Bright.
Yours in fellowship,
Diane Lutovsky - President

Plover VFW Recipient of Car Show Donation
Truckin’ Buddies Truck and Car Club of
Stevens Point hosted their 25th annual
“Cruisin’ Thru The Years” Truck and Car
Show at Pfiffner Park in Stevens Point on
August 13th. This year, Plover VFW Post
10262 was selected as the recipient of the
proceeds from the show. Club President
Barb Strong, Vice President Kathy Eiden
and members Tom Goretski and Cris
Aldrich presented Post Commander Joe
Cahill with a donation of $3100 at a recent
post meeting. The show registered 310 cars.
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Meaning Of Coins On A Gravestone
My sister, Plover Auxiliary member Sheila Steger, and I recently visited the cemetery in our hometown
and she happened to notice a few coins lying upon a headstone marker. She was puzzled by this and
pointed it out to me. The headstone marked the grave of a WWII Veteran, and having read about this
custom, I explained that the coins were left by someone who had visited the grave. Later, we “googled”
up from various websites the following information:
The coins have distinct meanings when left on the headstones of those who gave their life while
serving in America’s military, and these meanings vary depending on the denomination of coin.
A coin left on a headstone or at the grave site is meant as a message to the deceased soldier’s family
that someone else has visited the grave to pay respect.
Leaving a penny at the grave means simply that you visited.
Leaving a nickel indicates that you and the deceased trained at boot camp together, while a dime means
you served with them in some capacity.
By leaving a quarter at the grave, you are telling the family that you were with the solider when they
were killed.
According to tradition, the money left at graves in national cemeteries and state veterans cemeteries is
eventually collected and the funds put toward maintaining the cemetery or paying burial costs for
indigent Veterans.
In the U.S., this practice became common during the Vietnam War due to the political divide in the
country over the war. Leaving a coin was seen as a more practical way to communicate that someone
had visited the grave rather than contacting the soldier’s family, which could devolve into an
uncomfortable argument over politics relating to the war.
Some also leave coins as a “down payment” to buy their fallen comrades a beer or play a hand of cards
when finally reunited.
Debbie Manthey – Newsletter Editor

Finding Our Missing. . .
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
Fulfilling Our Nation's Promise
One of the surgeons I work with shared with me
that his grandfather was lost in WWII when his
plane went down somewhere in the Pacific. So I
showed him the DPAA website and helped him
search: http://www.dpaa.mil
He was emotionally moved when we “found” his
grandfather listed on the site with the missing. He
also learned details about his rank, unit and
location. To perform a search, enter the website
above and click on “Our Missing.” Select the

conflict from the drop-down menu (ex.=Vietnam).
Scroll down and click on “Vietnam War MIAs.”
Click on the serviceperson’s state of origin, and
choose between “accounted” and “unaccounted”
and find the name. Also noted is that 26 Wisconsin
Vietnam Veterans are still missing. . . The site has
regular news updates on our missing who have been
recovered and identified. I would recommend that
everyone take time to explore this wonderful and
informative website.
Debbie Manthey - Editor
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Rifle Squad Notes and News
Greetings To All!
We continue to respond to a multitude of request within our community, however we show up with
fewer members. Unfortunately, health issues, aging, and our “snowbirds” take a toll on our
members.
We are always looking for additional members! We provide the required rifle squad uniform and
the training is minimal. We realize no one can attend every event, but if you could help
occasionally, it would be greatly appreciated. It’s hard to explain how good you feel supporting
“your Post” at these events.
Please feel free to contact me or any other member if you are interested or have questions.
Guy Mockler – Rifle Squad Commander

Plover VFW Rifle Squad and Plover American Legion conducted joint ceremonies at two memorials on a cold and
snowy Veterans Day to honor all servicemen and servicewomen who have fought for or are fighting for this country.
Above left, the unit marches in formation toward the Plover Veterans Memorial. Above right, Plover VFW Auxiliary
member Peggy Klitgaard-Mancel hands out small American flags to attendees at the Korean War Memorial.
Plover VFW’s new (and
improved) Rifle Squad?!!?

Quartermaster’s Two-Cents-Worth
It’s chilling down from the warmth of the summer. Next will be the upcoming holiday season. It’s
been a hectic fall for me, personally, due to a couple of health issues. I seem to be on the mend, now.
The remodeling of the VFW kitchen is pretty much completed and it looks very nice. Stop at the
Post for a Friday fish fry or a rifle squad breakfast. The breakfast is normally the third Sunday of the
month except for November when we move it to the second Sunday to avoid conflicting with the
opening week-end of deer hunting season. A number of our members and patrons go hunting, so
good luck to all and stay safe.
Please be kind to your fellow man, as there is so much negativity in the world today. Celebrate the
holidays the right way. Don’t Drink And Drive!
Jim Cline - Quartermaster
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REGULAR EVENTS
Rifle Squad Breakfast – every third Sunday of the month from September through April
Friday Night Fish Fry – every Friday night from September through May

TAPS

Leslie DeMeyer

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
Fred Simons III

BIRTHDAYS
September

November

Brian Stillman (1st), Kenneth Carpenter (3rd),
Patrick Groeschel (5th), John Berger (6th), Robert
Kitto (6th), Michael Pohl (8th), Robbie Dunlap-Aux
(9th), Gary Jay (10th), Al Czech (17th), Scott
Halverson (17th), Michael McKenna (20th), Wayne
Johnson (21st), Ronald Wroblewski (21st), Ronald
Stoflet (22nd), Dan Garrett (30th)

Christine Beck (1st), Kenneth Seif (1st); Jesse Losinski
(2nd), Raoul Rossier (3rd), John Hanson (4th),
Shannon Lewis – Aux (4th), Jerome Krueger (8th),
Greg Michelkamp (11th), James Sorensen (11th),
Mike Butcher (13th), Diane Lutovsky-Aux (13th),
Jeffrey Cohen (19th), Rita Schiller–Aux (19th), Ken
Anderson (21st), Nicholas Hanson (22nd), Deborah
Suchon-Aux (27th), Dwayne Wierzba (30th)

October

December

Sherrie Jay-Aux (1st), Kenneth Glazer (2nd),
Lenwood Larsen (3rd), Edwin Atkins (5th), Peggy
Klitgaard-Mancel-Aux (5th), Scott Peplinski (16th);
Stephen Wimmer (18th); Ronald Sankey (21st),
Danny Dye (24th), Curt Wojtalewicz (26th), Donna
Konkol-Aux. (28th), Robert Wierzba (28th), Joshua
Zimmerman (29th), Allyn Dunlap (31st)

Jerome Elsen (5th), Steven Ransbottom (6th), Ron
Hoffmann (11th), Tonya Kowalski – Aux. (17th),
James Cline (20th), Lee Zebro (22nd), Michael Zynda
(22nd), Robert Carlson (24th), Joseph Cahill (24th),
Robert Kitowski (26th), James Wrycza (26th),
Richard Judy (29th), John Butkus (30th), Richard
Peterson (30th), Corey Nightengale (31st), Robert
Pallen (31st)

ANNIVERSARIES

________________________________
___

September

November

James and Kathy Wrycza (9th), Ronald and Terry
Wroblewski (23rd), Richard and Kim Peterson (26th)

Edwin (Bud) and Fran Atkins (1st), Michael and
Hong McKenna (15th), Thomas and Cindy Bredow
(20th)

October

December

Robert and Gloria Muelling (1st), Gary and Sherrie
Jay (2nd), Robert and Pamela Kitowski (15th), Scott
and Kim Halverson (26th), Gene and Donna Konkol
(29th)

Ken and Janice Anderson (12th), Kenneth and Jill
Bachmann (27th), John and Angela Berger (27th),
Richard and Mary Lou Judy (28th)
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Plover VFW Auxiliary member Barb Schultz and Post member
Jim Cline proudly display their restored 1968 Mercury Cougar at
the Truckin’ Buddies Truck and Car Show at Pfiffner Park in
August. They received a 2nd place trophy in their category.

H
O
W

Plover VFW Post Adjutant Ron Stoflet with his restored 1974
AMC Gremlin at the Truckin’ Buddies Truck and Car Show at
Pfiffner Park in Stevens Point. Unfortunately, Ron’s Gremlin
did not place and he came away “empty. . .”

2017-2018 Post Officers
Joe Cahill. . . . . . . . . . . . . Commander
Al Tessmann. . . . Sr Vice Commander
Don Mugridge. . . Jr Vice Commander
Jim Cline. . . . . . . . . . . .Quartermaster
Mike McKenna. . . . . .Judge Advocate
Frank Raschka. . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain
Bernerd Yelkin . . . . . . . . . . . .Surgeon
Guy Mockler. . . . . .Rifle Squad Cmdr.

2017-2018 Auxiliary Officers

Perry Engel. . . . . . . 3-Yr Trustee
Darrell Berg. . . . . . .2-Yr Trustee
David Verhage . . . .1-Yr Trustee
Guy Mockler. . . .Service Officer
Danny Dye . . . . . . . . . . . . .MAP
Scott Halverson. . .Officer of Day
Ron Stoflet . . . . . . . . . . Adjutant
Guy Mockler. . . 3-Yr House Comm.

Diane Lutovsky. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Robbie Dunlap. . . . . . . . . . Sr Vice President
Debbie Manthey. . . . . . . . . Jr Vice President
Cindy Bredow. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Conductress
Deb Suchon. . . . . . . . . . . Patriotic Instructor
Brian Diehn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Guard
Karen Conklyn. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain
Sue Diehn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Treasurer

SPECIAL EVENTS
December 5 – Taco Tuesday at Plover VFW from 5pm – 8pm
(this will be the final Taco Tuesday)
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December 9 - Plover VFW Christmas Party – cocktails 5pm; dinner 6pm
December 16 – Wreaths Across America at Korean War Memorial

Greater Plover Area VFW
Memorial Post #10262
2970 Hickory Drive
Plover, WI 54467
Phone:
(715) 341-8414

January 28 – District #7 VFW/Aux. Meetings at Wausau Labor Temple
January 31 – “So Big”/ “ROAR” Ways and Means Competition Ends

E-Mail:
vfw10262@vfw10262.com

February 2-3 – VFW Mid-Winter Convention – Mead Inn – WI Rapids
April 7 – Vietnam Veterans Day Celebration at Plover VFW (plan ahead)

Visit Us On The Web:
http://www.plovervfw.org

DATES TO REMEMBER
November 23 – Thanksgiving Day

December 7 – Pearl Harbor Day

December 25 – Merry Christmas

January 1 – Happy New Year!

January 17 – Persian Gulf War Began (1991)

The VFW Clubhouse is
open to the public Tuesday
thru Sunday after 3:00 pm

January 27 – Vietnam Peace Accord Signed (1973)
February 1 – National Freedom Day

February 2 – Groundhog Day

February 14 – Valentine’s Day

“Those Who Fought Together – Belong Together”
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Plover VFW Post #10262
2970
ep Hickory Drive
Plover, WI 54467

